Weathering
Physical  Weathering – Breaking down of rock into bits and pieces by exposure to temperature and changes and the physical action of moving ice and water, growing roots, and human activities
Ice Wedging - When water infiltrates fractures in rock and freezes, the force of expansion is great enough to break the rock into smaller pieces. (Hint: picture a wedge made of ice)
Abrasion - The process of scraping or wearing down by friction. (Hint: Abrasion is like sandpaper)
Organic Activity - Organic weathering is the breakdown of rocks by plants or animal action. (Hint: Organic = Living Things)
Chemical Weathering - The breaking down of rock material by chemical means, forming a new substance. The rock is changed due to the influence of water, oxygen, or carbon dioxide.
Oxidation - Oxidation is the interaction between oxygen molecules and other molecules. Nails rust and pennies turn green due to oxidation. (Hint: Oxidation = Oxygen)
Hydrolysis - Chemical decomposition in which a compound is split into other compounds by reacting with water. (Hint: Hydro = Water)
Carbonation - Absorption of or reaction with carbon dioxide (Hint: Carbonation = Carbon Dioxide)
Organic Acids - CO2 is produced by the decay of organic material, and then the CO2 mixes with water to form Carbonic Acid. (Organic = Living Things)
Acid Precipitation – Precipitation, such as rain, snow, hail, etc. that is relatively acidic. Example: acid rain.
